The Eagle Court of Honor

The ceremony should be what the Eagle wants, followed by what his parents want, and then what the troop can do to support the Eagle and parents. Never let imagination be overruled by troop traditions or "ceremony by committee." There is no right or wrong (or official) ceremony.

The Eagle Scout should decide on what he would like as far as a ceremony. Ceremonies can take place just about anywhere and include many different themes. You may decide to go with what has traditionally been done in your Troop or plan your own with the Troops assistance.
Troop 774 started a tradition for their Court of Honors by having a bagpiper play at their very first Court of Honor, and then at all subsequent Eagle Courts of Honor. Scoutmaster John King has several different Eagle COH ceremonies that may be used. A few additional complete ceremonies are included in this packet.

The Internet is also a great resource for Eagle ceremonies; type "Eagle Ceremonies" into any search engine and stand by for more ideas than you thought possible.

Just a couple of brief ideas;

Many ceremonies are designed to involve younger Scouts. Using a simple candle-lighting ceremony, a Scout recites the 12 points of the Scout Law. A voice from a hidden microphone reads the explanation for each point, but not from the current Boy Scout Handbook. Lines from older handbooks such as the 1965 edition of the handbook may be used. The "old style" language of the interpretation gives a fresh insight into the Scout Law that has both Scouts in the troop and graying heads nodding in agreement.

A similar idea would be to highlight the ranks leading up to Eagle, using a Scout of each rank to represent that rank. The involvement of the younger Scouts gives them a part in honoring the new Eagle and encourages them to advance to the top rank.

Ceremonies
http://www.scouters.us/homeeag.html
http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/coh.html
http://www.eaglescout.org/
http://www.hightowertrail.com/Eagle.htm
Publications

http://www.eaglebook.com/index.htm
A copy of the above publication “The Eagle Court of Honor Book” is available from Troop Committee members or the Troop Library.

Also if you would like to view older Scout Handbooks they may be obtained by asking Committee member Mr. Mike Grest. Mr. Grest has a collection of older Boy Scout Handbooks and other older BSA publications that can be used for ideas.

The Eagle Court of Honor

Points to consider if you are planning the Court yourself;

1. The Eagle Scout court of honor should be scheduled approximately 6 weeks after the board of review approval.  If done properly, planning will require that length of time as well as giving invites the opportunity to schedule the event.

2. The troop advancement chairman or Scoutmaster should call a meeting of two or three members of the unit committee together with the Eagle Scout’s parents and senior patrol leader to plan the complete program.

3. The troop committee should establish a standard for presentation items to be provided to the Eagle Scout at the court.  Establish who should pay for certain items: the troop, mothers’ club, Eagle Scout’s parents, etc.  Items to be considered are: membership in the National Eagle Scout Association, ring, neckerchief, belt buckles, cake and refreshments.

4. Secure commitments early from members of the court and speakers.  Send a reminder of copy of the program about a week before the court of honor ceremony.

5. Invitations can be purchased at the local council service center.  The planner should assist the Eagle Scout’s parents in composing a list of all persons who have helped the boy earn his Eagle Scout Award, including Cubmaster(s), Scoutmaster(s), fellow Scouts (past and present), Explorer Advisor(s), assistant unit leaders, merit badge counselors, teachers, religious leaders, school pals, and the boy’s relatives.  Be sure to mail invitations to parents of all troop members.  No other event can win parents’ support better than a good Eagle Scout court of honor.

6. An Eagle Scout court is always newsworthy, and newspapers usually like to have stories about Eagle Scout recognition ceremonies

7. The ceremony may be held in an unusual setting so the evening will be memorable for the boy and those attending.  Suggested places could be around a campfire aboard a naval vessel, in a church, school auditorium, courtroom, or other place of dignity.

8. The type of ceremony depends on the desires of the Eagle Scout Troop committee and Scoutmaster.  Many troops select a ceremony that is used repeatedly and becomes a troop tradition

9. The selection of participants depends upon the place, unit preferences, and type of ceremony.  Generally the Scout’s father makes the presentation and his mother presents the Scout with his membership certificate in the National Eagle Scout Association.  It is preferable to have at least three people active in the presentation: one to give the challenge (included in the Eagle Scout Award kit), one to make the official presentation of the badge and credentials from national offices, and one to pin the badge.  Other Eagle Scouts of the unit or district, or the senior patrol leader, may take an active role in the ceremony or as usher, Eagle Scout badge pillow bearer, flag bearer, etc.

10. If a speaker is to be used, a distinguished leader of the community, a key Scouter of the district or council, or a person meaningful to the honored Scout should be selected.

11. Printed programs add a touch of class to a court of honor.  Eagle Scout program covers are available at the council service center, or may be designed especially for the occasion.

12. The Eagle Scout should be encouraged to put together his scrapbook.  He can include all Cub Scout and Boy Scout certificates, photographs, awards, letters, and other items associated with his Scout experience.  Display this book at the court of honor, or create a slide show to be displayed at some point during the ceremony.

13. Following the ceremony, most units have a reception at the same location.  Some units go to the usual unit meeting place; others go to the boy’s home.  Most bakeries or cake shops can decorate cakes using the Eagle Scout emblem.  Eagle Scout napkins for souvenirs are available at the council service centers.  

